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9 YEARS 16 ISSUES 103 ARTICLES 
 A peer-reviewed, open-access journal published biannually, The Journal of Learning Spaces provides a scholarly, multidisciplinary forum for research articles, case 
studies, book reviews, and position pieces related to all aspects of learning space design, operation, pedagogy, and assessment in higher education.
 We define learning as the process of acquiring knowledge, skill, or understanding as a result of study, experience, or teaching.
 Learning spaces are designed to support, facilitate, stimulate, or enhance learning and teaching. Learning spaces encompass formal, informal, and virtual 
environments:
 formal: lecture halls, laboratories, traditional classrooms
 informal: learning commons, multimedia sandbox, residential study areas, huddle rooms
 virtual: learning management systems, social media websites, online virtual environments
 We invite submissions of practical and theoretical works from practitioners and academics across a wide range of subject disciplines and organizational 
backgrounds, including Architecture, Interior and Product Design, Education, Information and Library Science, Instructional Technology, Sociology, and Student and 
Residential Life. Submissions should focus primarily on learning spaces and their impact on or relationship to teaching and learning.
 Journal of Learning Spaces is an Open Access journal which means that all content is freely available without charge to the user or his/her institution. Users are 
allowed to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without asking prior 
permission from the publisher or the author. This is in accordance with the BOAI definition of Open Access.
 This journal provides immediate 
open access to its content on the 
principle that making research freely 
available to the public supports a 
greater global exchange of 
knowledge.
 Information For Authors
 Interested in submitting to this journal? 
We recommend that you review the 
About the Journal page for the journal's 
section policies, as well as the Author 
Guidelines. Authors need to register 
with the journal prior to submitting, or 
if already registered can simply log in 
and begin the 5-step process.
TIME TO UPDATE POLICIES, 
PROCEDURES, SCOPE AND 
ADVISORY BOARD
UNDERSTAND USE OF 
JOURNAL THROUGH CITATION 
ANALYSIS
CONSIDER CHANGING NAME 
TO INCLUDE RECOGNITION 
OF INTERNATIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
PROVIDE DATA USEFUL IN 
MARKETING JOURNAL 
BROADLY AND BY 
CONTRIBUTOR
HTTP://LIBJOURNAL.UNCG.EDU/JLS/INDEX
What is the Journal of Learning Spaces?
“A scholarly, multidisciplinary 
forum for research articles, case 
studies, book reviews, and 
position pieces related to all 
aspects of learning space 
design, operation, pedagogy, 
and assessment in higher 
education.”
HTTP://LIBJOURNAL.UNCG.EDU/JLS/INDEX
What are “learning spaces”?
Learning is the process of acquiring 
knowledge, skill, or understanding as a 
result of study, experience, or teaching.
Learning spaces are designed to support, 
facilitate, stimulate, or enhance learning 
and teaching.
Learning spaces encompass formal, 
informal, physical, and virtual 
environments.
• First issue published in 2011; sixteen issues 
published to date
• Peer-reviewed
• Articles published as open access PDFs; content 
freely available to anyone with an internet connection
• Created to fill a gap in the professional literature, and 
to help direct campus involvement in space design
• Editorial and advisory board members from 
universities and research institutions across the 
country http://libjournal.uncg.edu/jls/index
 Subscription based or membership
 Advertisement heavy
 Opinion vs research
HTTP://LIBJOURNAL.UNCG.EDU/JLS/INDEX
Word usage analysis of 
article titles revealed that 
the four most commonly 
used words are learn, 
space, design, and 
student. Followed by this 
are classroom, library, 
university, academic, 
and teach. 
Learn 30 Library 8 Common 3 Instructor 3 Use 3
Space 29 University 8 Review 3 Faculty 3 Book 3













Learn 3 Intentional 2

OPEN ACCESS (OA)
“Research outputs which are 
distributed online and free of cost 
or other barriers.”
- Wikipedia





- Public Library of Science (PLOS)
1. Traditional OA
a. Fully OA journal. Journal production costs may be 
funded by subsidies, APCs, advertising, 
membership fees
2. Hybrid OA
a. Journal with only some OA content (likely funded 
via APCs)
3. Delayed OA
a. Content is OA after an initial embargo period
4. Self-archiving
a. Author posts copies of his/her own work (published 






















JOLS Total Citations by Publication Year
 Impact Factor on 
average for 9 
years = 8.7  Rejection Rate on average for 9 years = 38.5%

 Promote related research
 Market to key audiences
Keyword Count 
academic libraries 7 
classrooms 7 
design 7 
informal education 7 
qualitative research 7 
cooperative learning 6 
focus groups 6 
library facilities 6 
observation 6 
outcomes of education 6 
physical environment 6 
teaching methods 6 
telecommunications 6 
educational facilities design 5 
statistical analysis 5 
student centered learning 5 
student experience 5 
teacher student relationship 5 
 
Keyword Count 
classroom design 24 
college students 24 
school space 24 
active learning 22 
college faculty 22 
student attitudes 21 
foreign countries 17 
space utilization 16 
undergraduate students 16 
teacher attitudes 15 
learner engagement 13 
case studies 12 
classroom environment 12 
educational technology 12 
educational environment 11 
student surveys 9 
furniture 8 






















Journal of Learning Spaces Volume
JOLS Abstract and PDF Views
Sum of Abstract Views
Sum of PDF Views
Descriptive Statistics 




























































































































 Growing number of international 
contributions
 Broader array of peer reviewers 
and editors
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